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750 B STREET. Suite 3120 

San £)iego, CA 92101 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION 



Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In response to the Office Action dated November 17^ 2004. rejecting all pending claims except 6 and 
18 under 35 U.S.C. §102 as being anticipated by Cookson, USPN 6.591.365 and rejectmg Claims 6 and IS 
under 35 U.S.C. §103 as being obvious over Cookson in view of Moskowitz et al. USPN 5,822,432. 
Cookson bears a filing date after the present filing date, and accordingly is not prior art to this application. 
The rejections have been overcome. 

Applicant notes that Cookson claims priority to a provisional patent application. The examiner has 
kindly taxed a copy of what evidently has passed for the provisional, namely, three handwritten pages and 
a single hand-drawn figure that nowhere mentions much of the relied-upon content in Cookson that allegedly 
teaches the present claims. By way of non-limiting example and using Claim 1 for illustration, the 
provisional £dls to mention: 
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(1) a cryptography module mcluding logic executable by a provider con^uter; 

(2) an authorized digital signature that is obtained solely by bashing the segment with a cryptographic hash 
function (no menticm is made of the digital signature being "authorized**, much less that is derived using a 
hash function); 

(3) the fact that in deriving the signature no user identification is used; 

(4) at die player side ("ooosumer module**), processing at least the segment of the music to obtain a test 
digital signature (no ''test'* digital signature is mentioned); 

(5) only if the test digital signature matches the authorized digital signature, permitting at least one of: 
con:Q>ression of tlie music^ and recording the music^ on the consumer music player (the provisional nowhere 
mentions a comparison of digital signatures). 

Indeed^ the examiner has not attempted to e;^lain where the relied-upon Subject matter in Cookson 
is supported by the provisional in conformance with the requirements of 35 U.S.C. §112» first paragraph, 
thus failing to comply widi MPEP §2136.03(111) Edition, Revision 2 dated May, 2QQ4) (an alleged prior 
art patent or patent publication is entlded to die filing date of an earlier-filed provisional filing date onfy "If 
the provisional application properly supports the subject matter relied upon to make the rejection in 
compliance with 35 U.S.C. $112, first paragraph"). 

The Examiner is cordially invited to telephone the undersigned at (619) 338-$a75 for any reason 
which would advance the instant applicaticm to allowance. 
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Respectfully submitted. 



John Rogitz 
Registration No. 33.549 
Attorney of Record 
750 B Street, Suite 3120 
San Diego, CA 92101 
Telephone: (619) 338-8075 
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Defective images within this document are accurate representations of the origin; 
documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images include but are not limited to the items checked: 

□ BLACK BORDERS 

□ IMAGE CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 
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□ LINES OR MARKS ON ORIGINAL DOCUMENT 

□ REFERENCE{S) OR EXHIBIT(S) SUBMHTED ARE POOR QUALITY 
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IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 
As rescanning these documents will not correct the image 
problems checked, please do not report these problems to 
the IFW Image Problem Mailbox. 



